
History 423 The French Revolution and Napoleon 
Brian Sandberg, Professor 

The French Revolution and Napoleon, 1789-1815 
 
 
Course Description 
Welcome to The French Revolution and Napoleon!  The French Revolution was in many ways 
the pivotal event of modern history, ushering in sweeping changes that radically transformed 
society, culture, and politics—not only in France, but throughout the world.  In just a few years, 
monarchical government and the social systems that supported it were swept away, allowing an 
exciting series of social reforms and political experiments to be launched.  The French 
Revolution promoted human rights, civil rights, nationalism, electoral politics, expansion of 
suffrage, and republicanism—ideas that would have enormous influence on contemporary and 
future developments throughout Europe and around the world. 
 
The dark side of the French Revolutionary period casts a long shadow across these 
developments, though.  First the Terror and the guillotine, then Napoleon Bonaparte, challenged 
and subverted the ideals of the French Revolution.  When Napoleon was exiled in 1815, 
monarchy was reestablished in France, but the revolutionary ideas and experiences could not be 
constrained.  The French Revolution became the principal model for revolutionary movements 
worldwide, inspiring future republican, socialist, and communist movements.  Within France the 
memory of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic period lived on, shaping each generation’s 
perception of society and politics through successive reinterpretations of this event. 
 
Finding Me 
Office:    706 Zulauf Hall 
Office Hours:   TTH 1:30-2:30pm; or by appointment 
Office Phone:   (815) 753-6813 
Mailbox:   Department of History, 715 Zulauf Hall 
e-mail:     bsandberg@niu.edu 
website:   www.niu.edu/history/faculty/sandberg.shtml 
 
Required Books 
Lynn Hunt and Jack Censer, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity: Exploring the French Revolution 

(University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001) ISBN: 9780271020884 
Laura Mason and Tracey Rizzo, The French Revolution: A Document Collection (DC 

Heath/Wadsworth) ISBN: 9780669417807 
Robert Darnton, The Forbidden Best-Sellers of Pre-Revolutionary France (New York: W.W. 

Norton, 1996).  ISBN: 9780393314427 
Lynn Hunt, The Family Romance of the French Revolution (Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1993) ISBN: 9780520082700 
Howard G. Brown, Ending the French Revolution: Violence, Justice, and Repression from the 

Terror to Napoleon (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2007). ISBN: 
9780813927299 

 
Additional Readings and Materials 
Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing About History  [optional] 
Online articles, images, and materials on Blackboard 



History 423 The French Revolution and Napoleon 
Brian Sandberg, Professor 

Assignments and Grades 
Participation, Portfolio Assignments, Quizzes   30%  [3 10-point assessments] 
Document Analysis         10% 
Historical Film Review        10% 
Analytic Paper on Darnton or Hunt     20% 
Research Project          30% 
 
French Revolution and Napoleon Website 
Be sure to visit the course website.  The French Revolution and Napoleon website will provide 
you with specific information on readings and assignments.  The website also has a series of 
internet resources, a bibliography, and advice on doing historical research and writing.  The site 
will eventually contain selected student projects that are of an exceptionally high caliber. 
 
Course Goals 
Students will be challenged to grapple with the enormity of the event of the French Revolution 
and its immense historiography—hundreds of books and articles are now published on the 
French Revolution every year!  While the broad structure of the course is chronological, students 
will also consider comparative and theoretical approaches to French Revolution.  Students will 
learn to analyze historical events and sources by confronting the interpretive nature of history.  
They will be challenged to develop their own opinions, analyses, and interpretations through 
rigorous engagement with historical sources.  Critical reading and debating skills will be 
developed in discussions.  Through argumentative and analytical writing assignments, students 
will work to develop writing skills which can be applied to their future lives and careers.  This 
course will both familiarize you with historical practice and ask you to engage in that practice. 
 
Practical Goals 
History is a vital subject that provides student with a framework for understanding the 
complexities of human societies and cultures.  The historical discipline also provides valuable 
skills that are essential for managing and evaluating information.  I have structured this course to 
accomplish several goals which will make this course applicable to your future life—before and 
after graduation.  Those practical goals are: 

• to develop techniques of organization and presentation of information 
• to develop critical thinking and analytic skills 
• to improve descriptive, narrative, expository, and argumentative writing processes 
• to develop an understanding of historiography, historical interpretation, and historical 

method 
• to develop an appreciation of French society, culture, history, and geography  
• to understand how the French Revolution transformed Western politics, culture, and 

society 
• to understand the vital influence of the French Revolution on later (and future?) 

revolutions 
• to learn aspects of European history vital for touring, studying, or working in the EU 
• to become aware of the usages of European history in today’s society in America 

These specific aims should help you recognize the broader educational goals of this course. 
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Portfolio Assignments 
A wide variety of assignments will make up this portion of your grade, such as: microthemes 
(short writing assignments), in-class writing assignments, readings summaries, readings quizzes, 
map/geography assignments, drawings, and in-class projects.  All portfolio assignments should 
be kept in your manila folder at all times.  I will periodically collect the portfolios to check your 
work.  Note that there will be several films and other activities held outside of class. 
 
Reading Responses 
Students will write a short 1-page single-spaced typed Reading Response for certain reading 
assignments.  Bring 2 copies of your Reading Response to class (one to turn in and one to use 
during discussions).  Reading Responses will be collected at the beginning of class and will not 
be accepted late.  Use the following format for each main reading (indicated in bold type in 
lecture/discussion topics): 

Argument:  Summarize briefly the main argument(s) of the assigned reading. 
Issues and Analysis:  Identify key issues and discuss the themes developed in the work. 
Criticism:  Pose 2-3 critical questions about the author’s approach and/or conclusions. 

 
Writing Assignments 
You will have several papers and writing assignments during the course of the semester.  Some 
papers may involve multiple drafts and revisions.  Please note the due dates in the 
Lecture/Discussion Topics and Assignments sheet.  Late papers will incur a penalty.  Further 
guidelines on the papers and paper topics will be handed out later and posted on the Assignments 
page of the Blackboard website for the course. 
 
Research Project  
Students will concentrate their efforts on an independent project based on extensive historical 
research.  The key requirement for the research project is that it must be serious, substantial, and 
based on solid historical research.  Students will define their own research projects through a 
proposal and outline.  The entire process of developing a project, researching sources, and 
writing the paper will be assessed.  Each student will write two drafts of his/her paper.  Students 
will peer review their colleagues’ papers.  The instructor will provide guidance and input at each 
stage of the writing process, but students will have to provide their own ideas and initiative.  For 
more information, see the Assignments page of the French Revolution and Napoleon Website. 
 
Attendance and Absences 
Attendance is vital for comprehension of the material and for discussion of the issues in this 
course.  I will take attendance at the beginning of class.  There are no excused absences for any 
reason, but life sometimes presents complications.  Students are allowed 2 absences or late 
arrivals without penalty.  Each absence or late arrival after that will lower a student’s 
participation grade by 1 point. 
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Participation 
History courses depend on active student participation to develop analysis, criticism, and debate 
of important ideas and issues.  Your participation is therefore assessed on the basis of your 
written and oral communication with the instructor and with fellow students.  I will use the 
following guidelines to assess participation grades based on 4 criteria: attendance, willingness to 
participate, reading comprehension, and perceptiveness of comments: 
 
A Student is attending class every time, volunteering information frequently, and willingly 

joining in the discussion.  Student shows full comprehension of the readings and makes 
perceptive comments every class meeting. 

B Student is attending class every time, volunteering regularly, and joining the discussion if 
called upon.  Student shows some comprehension of the readings and makes perceptive 
comments most class meetings. 

C Student is attending class most of the time and joins the discussion occasionally, but rarely 
volunteers.  Student does not always show comprehension of the readings, but does make 
some comments. 

D Student is attending class some of the time, but refuses to join the discussion.  Student rarely 
shows comprehension of the readings and makes few comments. 

F Student is attending class rarely and refuses to join the discussion.  Student does not show 
comprehension of the readings and does not actively participate. 

 
Classroom Guidelines 
• Come to class!  I will conduct class as a free flowing mixture of lecture and discussion most 

days.  Discussions of readings and peer reviews of writing can only work if you attend class 
regularly.  Your participation grade is based on your in-class discussions and Reading 
Responses. 

• If you miss class, check the Lecture/Discussion Topics and Assignments sheet carefully for 
reading and writing deadlines, so that you do not get behind on your assignments.  

• There may be a short 5-minute writing assignment or project at the beginning of class some 
days.  If you arrive after the project or writing assignment is completed, you will not be 
allowed to make up that grade.  These short assignments may not be announced in advance.   

• Read and prepare to discuss the readings that I assign.  Take notes on each assignment.  Read 
each assignment before the class period listed. 

• Bring paper, 2 copies of your Reading Response, your notes, and relevant readings to class in 
addition to your normal materials.  You will turn in a copy of your Reading Response at the 
beginning of class so that I can see what you are getting out of the readings. 

• Think about the lectures and readings.  Ask any questions that you have during discussions, 
if possible, so that your professor and peers can benefit from your ideas. 

• Show consideration for your professor and fellow students in the classroom space.  Shut off 
and put away any cell phones, iPods, MP3s, iPads, laptops, or other electronic devices, unless 
the professor has approved a specific request to use the device in class. Also, put away 
newspapers, magazines, and reading materials unrelated to the course.  Always demonstrate 
respect for class members in discussions, even if you strongly disagree with their ideas. 
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General Information 
I will follow Northern Illinois University’s policies on plagiarism and cheating as indicated in 
the “Academic Integrity” section of the Undergraduate Catalog.  Cheating amounts to copying or 
stealing answers or information.  Plagiarism involves a person using another author’s or 
student’s written work and ideas without proper credit and citation.  The penalty for academic 
dishonesty at Northern Illinois University is an F grade for the course, and the professor may 
seek an even more severe punishment. 
 
Note that this syllabus may be altered later if necessary.   
 
Also, note that this class is a 400-level class, a designation which means that it is a specialized 
upper-division undergraduate lecture course.  The 400-level history courses cover specific 
periods or issues in great detail, so you will have to confront unfamiliar material and learn many 
unfamiliar names, places, and events.  Upper-division history courses require students to learn 
terminology, theory, and methodology related to the subject.  Be prepared for these difficulties.   
 
Finally, come see me in office hours if you have problems or if you just want to talk about the 
history of the French Revolution.  If you cannot see me during my office hours, talk to me after 
class to set up a time to meet. 
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Lecture/Discussion Topics and Assignments 
 
 

Section I: The Coming of the French Revolution 
 
Week 1  Introduction 
18 January  Introduction to the French Revolution and Napoleon 

On the first day, we will go over the syllabus, procedures, and assignments for the 
course.  Then, a basic introduction to the history of the French Revolution and 
Napoleon will be provided. 

Readings: “Bastille Prison”; “Le roi Sarkozy” (in-class) 
20 January  Early Modern French Society 

We will survey Early Modern French social groups, providing a background on 
French history to the eighteenth century and a basic understanding of French 
culture.  What were the basic social divisions within Ancien Régime France?  
Consider the ideas of orders (or estates) and differences between rural and urban 
France.   

Documents: Mason, 1-10, 16-24; CD: “Poverty Observed”, “Tension between 
Rich and Poor” 
Readings: Censer, xi-xiii, 1-14, 115-121 
Portfolio: French Early Modern Map Assignment 

  
Week 2  The Basis of Monarchic Authority 
25 January  French Monarchy, Religion, and Consensus Politics 

Today, we will explore the ideas of monarchic authority, and its connections with 
religion and politics.  We will also examine administrative disputes involving the 
parlement of Paris and other institutions.  Students should consider carefully the 
role religion played in monarchical authority.  What social tensions and political 
problems existed in French monarchical system?  

Documents: Mason, 24-29; CD: Bossuet, “The Nature and Properties of Royal 
Authority”, Moreau, “Principles of Monarchy”, “The Coronation of Louis 
XVI”, Turgot, “Letter to the King on Finance” 
Readings: Marius, chapter 3 
Portfolio: Examples of Modes of Historical Writing 

27 January  Encylopédie, Science, Skepticism, and Enlightenment 
We will see how the Enlightenment movement challenged fundamental notions of 
authority and society implicit in Early Modern French society.  What were the 
ideas of the Enlightenment and how did they threaten the monarchical system? 

Documents: Mason, 7-10, 32-38; CD: “Montesquieu’s Attack on the 
Nobility”, “Voltaire’s Understanding of Inequality”, “Voltaire, Selections 
from the Philosophical Dictionary”; Diderot* 
Readings: Darnton, Introduction and chapters 1-2; Censer, 14-23 
Portfolio: Explanation of Montesquieu’s Notion of Slavery 
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Week 3  The Rise of a New Political Culture 
1 February  Clandestine Literature and Social Criticism 

We will engage in a detailed discussion of Rousseau’s concepts of the ‘general 
will’, the ‘sovereign’, and the ‘social contract’.  Be prepared to explain and 
analyze Rousseau’s critiques of French society and his ideas on social and 
political change. 

Documents: Mason, 38-42; CD: “Jean–Jacques Rousseau, Emile” 
Readings: Darnton, chapters 3-5 
Writing: Document Analysis due 

3 February  Human Rights, Salons, and Public Opinion 
Enlightenment thought and new political practices began to fundamentally 
reshape French political culture in the eighteenth century, setting the stage for the 
French Revolution.  We will explore the eighteenth-century Parisian salon culture 
and the ideas of human rights and the public. 

Documents: Mason, 42-46; CD: “Antislavery Agitation: Abbé Raynal” 
Readings: Darnton, chapters 6-7; Censer, 21-23, 28-35 
Portfolio: Imagined Salon Discussion (in-class) 

 
Week 4  The Collapse of Authority 
8 February  The Monarchy Delegitimized: Scandal and Political Criticism  

We will examine how scandals rocked the late Bourbon monarchy, prompting 
increasingly sharp political criticism of royal ministers’ policies. 

Documents: Mason, 42-46; CD: “Memorandum to Her Majesty the Queen 
Concerning the Diamond Necklace Affair” 
Readings: Darnton, chapters 8-10 

8 February  Historical Film: Dangerous Liaisons 
 Readings: Laclos* 

10 February The Monarchy Discredited: War, Financial Crisis, and Propaganda 
Today, we will discuss the growing problems of the monarchy in the 1780s and 
why French people were increasingly dissatisfied with the existing political and 
social systems. 

Documents: Mason, 29-32; CD: Vergennes, “Memorandum against Necker”, 
Calonne, “Programs of Reform”, “Address to Assembly of Notables”; 
“Protests of the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Committees of the Assembly of 
Notables” 
Readings: Censer, 39-42; Hunt, Preface and chapter 2 
Portfolio: Reading Response on Hunt, Preface and chapter 2 
Writing: Dangerous Liaisons Film Review (Option 1) due 
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Week 5  The Estates-General and the Outbreak of Revolution 
15 February The Estates-General of 1789 

The Estates-General met in 1789 for the first time since 1614.  We will consider 
why the meeting was called, what the monarch hoped could be accomplished, and 
why the meeting developed very differently than expected. 

Documents: Mason, 10-13 and chapter 2; CD: “Cahiers from Rural Districts”, 
“Attack on Seigneurial Dues”, “Royal Decree Convoking the Estates–General 
and the Parlementary Response”; “The New World and the Old: An American 
at the Opening of the Estates–General” 
Readings: Censer, 49-54 
Portfolio: Cahier de doléance (in-class) 

17 February Paris in 1789 
Today we will zoom in to focus on the city of Paris in 1789.  Identify the major 
landmarks of Paris in 1789.  What was living in Paris like?  Why did Paris 
become so important to the development of the French Revolution? 

Documents: Mason, 46-48, 95; CD: “The Saint-Marcel Neighborhood”, “The 
Réveillon Riot” 
Readings: Thompson* 
Portfolio: Revolutionary Paris Map Assignment 

 
  
 

Section II: The Revolution of 1789 and Constitutionalism 
 
Week 6  The Revolution of 1789 
22 February The Fall of the Bastille 

Why do the French people celebrate the Fall of the Bastille as their national 
independence day?  Why did the symbolism of the Bastille take on such 
importance in French Revolutionary culture? 

Documents: Mason, 52; CD: “Fears for the Bastille”, “Street Demonstrations 
of Support for Necker”, “Desmoulins on His Own Role”, “Parisian Riots on 
14 July”, “A Conqueror of the Bastille Speaks”, “A Defender of the Bastille 
Explains His Role”, “Victims on Display” 
Readings: Censer, 49-54 
Portfolio: Bastille analysis (Analytic Writing) 

24 February The Expansion of Political Action and the Great Fear 
Which social groups got involved in the Revolution of 1789 and why?  Why did 
revolutionary political action spread beyond the National Assembly? 

Documents: Mason, 13-15, 67-75, and chapter 5; CD: “The Mayor of Paris on 
the Taking of the Bastille”, “Arthur Young Views the Countryside”, “Decree 
of the National Assembly Abolishing the Feudal System” 
Readings: Censer, 54-62, 121-138 
Portfolio: Revolutionary France Map Assignment 
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Week 7  The Revolution Completed? 
1 March  Constitutional Guarantees 

Today we will discuss the key documents of the ‘liberal’ revolution which 
provided French citizens with rights and guarantees.  Focus especially on the 
“Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen”.  Were human rights questions 
resolved by the Revolution of 1789? 

Documents: Mason, 75-83, 88-97, and chapter 4; CD: “Greivance List, “4 
August Decrees” 
Readings: Censer, 54-62 
Portfolio: Rousseau’s Influence: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
(Analytic Writing) 

3 March  The October Days, Women, and the New Political Culture 
What roles did women play in the French Revolution?  Did women make 
revolutionary gains, if so what? Students should be able to identify the major 
political clubs and the other new forms of political culture in the revolution. 

Documents: Mason, 83-87, 109-113; CD: “October Days: The Warning from 
the People”, “Stanislaus Maillard Describes the Women’s March”, “October 
Days: An Alternate View”, “October Days: Deposition of a Marcher” 
Readings: Censer, 66-69, 75-84 
Portfolio: French Revolution Allegory: see Mason, 88, 102, 223 

  
Week 8  The Failure of Constitutional Government 
8 March  The Flight to Varennes and the Moribund Constitution of 1791 

We will consider the revolutionary limitations on religion and the monarchy and 
why they prompted the royal family to flee from Paris.  Was this move a blunder?  
What were the consequences of the flight to Varennes for the royal family and for 
French society? 

Documents: Mason, 138-154: CD: “Ex-Nobles Targeted in the Press”, 
“Attempt at Conciliation”, “The King Seeks Foreign Assistance”, “Fear of 
Aristocratic Politics”, “The King Flees Paris”, “The Flight to Varennes”, 
“Champ de Mars: Petitions of the Cordelier and Jacobin Clubs” 
Readings: Censer, 62-63, 69-72 
Portfolio: Varennes Alternate History (Narrative Writing) 

  
10 March    The Growth of Radicalism, War, and Popular Violence in Paris 

We will concentrate on the beginning of the French Revolutionary Wars and the 
growth of radial politics today.  Were war and political radicalism inextricably 
linked in 1791-1792?  Why would French people and politicians have wanted to 
go to war? 

Documents: Mason, 157-165: CD: “The Padua Circular”, “The Declaration of 
Pillnitz”, “The Assembly Complains to the King about the Émigrés”, “A 
Girondin View: Roland Calls on the King to Declare War” 
Readings: Censer, 62-64 

 Portfolio: Brief for Declaration of War Debate (Argumentative Writing) 
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Week 9    Spring Break 
15 March   Hit the Beach! 

Readings:  How to Surf a Pipeline and Live 
Methodological Goals:  Surfing form 

17 March   Grilled Shrimp and Blackened Redfish  
Readings:  Texas Mesquite Grilling 
Methodological Goals:  Beachcoming and relaxation skills 

 
 
 

Section III: The Republican Revolution 
 
Week 10  The End of the Monarchy and the Birth of the French Republic 
22 March  Storming of the Tuilleries and the Fate of the King 

The storming of the Tuilleries palace on 10 August swept away the monarchy and 
ushered in the republic.  Who was responsible for the bloody conflict at the 
Tuilleries?  Why was the king executed?  Was the trial and execution of the king 
inevitable? 

Documents: Mason, 165-173, 177-187, 249; CD: “Mobilization for War (5 
July 1792)” 
Readings: Censer, 62-66 and “Study in Images: ‘Down with the King!’; Hunt, 
chapters 1 and 3 

 Portfolio: Reading Response on Hunt, chapters 1 and 3 
22 March  Historical Film: La Marseillaise 

 Documents: Mason, 165-173 
24 March  Popular Sovereignty and the National Convention 

Today, we will examine the National Convention and the creation of republican 
French society and politics.  Students should be able to identify the major political 
clubs and the political divisions within the National Convention.  What did 
popular sovereignty mean during this period of the French Revolution?   
 Documents: Mason, 174-177 

Readings: Censer, 64-66 
 Writing: La Marseillaise Film Review (Option 2) due 

 
Week 11  Promoting and Defending Republicanism  
29 March  Republicanism and the Revolutionary Press 

We will consider what republicanism meant during the French Revolution  How 
did the revolutionary press express and promote republicanism?  Why did the 
growth of republicanism and the most democratic phase of the French Revolution 
coincide with the growth of revolutionary violence within France? 
 Documents: Mason, 155, 204-205 

Readings: Hunt, chapter 4 
 Portfolio: Reading Response on Hunt, chapter 4 
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31 March  “The Republic in Danger!” and the Rationale for Terror 
Terror was the order of the day during the Year II.  What was the Terror and why 
did it occur?  Who was responsible for the creation of the policies of the Terror 
and implementing them? Why did guillotine become such an important symbol of 
the republic? 

Documents: Mason, 206-208, 221-243; CD: “Père Duchesne Idealizes the 
Sans–culottes”; “Levée en Masse”* 
Readings: Censer, 85-91, 105-114;  

 Portfolio: List of Suspects 
  
Week 12  The Terror 
5 April   The Republic of Virtue and the Dynamics of Fear  

Today we will consider the culture of the Terror and how fear could become so 
pervasive in French society.  What was the republic of virtue?  What was 
Robespierre’s vision of the French Republic like? 
 Documents: Mason, 254-262 

Readings: Censer, 91-95, 105-114 
5 April   Historical Film: Danton 

 Readings: Schama*, 805-821 
7 April   Religion, Civil Conflict, and Atrocities in the Vendée 

The civil warfare in the Vendée was so serious that some historians have called it 
a campaign of genocide.  Consider the connections between Catholicism, civil 
conflict, and atrocities in your readings.  Be able to locate the Vendée and the 
sites of federalist revolt. 

Documents: Mason, 214-220; CD: “The Vendée—Description of the 
Counterrevolution”, “Père Duchesne Supports the Terror” 
Readings: Censer, 95-100 
Writing: Danton Film Review (Option 3) due 

 
 
 

Section IV: The Search for Stability and the Napoleonic Empire 
 
Week 13  The End of the Terror and the Directory 
12 April  Thermidorian Reaction and the White Terror 

The Reign of Terror ended suddenly in the summer of 1794.  Why did 
Robespierre and the Committee of Public Safety fall?  Why did the Terror end so 
quickly?  How serious was the ‘White Terror’? 

Documents: Mason, 195-19, 263-279; CD: “The Revolution Devours its 
Own” 
Readings: Hunt, chapter 5; Brown, introduction and chapters 1-2; Censer, 
100-105 
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14 April  The Directory and the Search for Stability 
After the Thermidor Reaction, a period of political and social uncertainty 
followed.  You should consider why the Directory evolved as it did.  Do a 
comparison of the 1789 and 1795 Declarations of Rights. 

Documents: Mason, 280-291, 296-300, 317-319 
Readings: Hunt, chapter 6 and epilogue; Brown, chapters 3-4 
Portfolio: Reading Response on Brown, chapters 3-4 

 
Week 14  The Rise of Napoleon 
19 April  The French Republican Army and its Generals 

Why did the French Republican Army become such an important part of French 
society?  What opportunities were available to officers in the army?  How and 
why did Napoleon become a successful general? 

Documents: CD: “Napoleon as an Ambitious Young General in 1796–97” 
Readings: Brown, chapters 5-8; Censer, 139-144, 159-161 
Portfolio: Republican Soldier’s Journal (Narrative Writing) 

21 April   Napoleonic Adventures in Global Empire 
Today, we will discuss will discuss Napoleon’s expedition to conquer Egypt  in 
1798 and its impact on the Middle East and Mediterranen.  We will examine 
Napoleon’s coup d’état in 1799 and the establishment of consular government.  
Finally, we will examine the French military expedition to subdue the Haitian 
Revolution in Saint-Domingue. 

Documents: Mason, 334-336, 348-351; CD: “Problems in Governing Egypt”, 
“Egyptian Misery Shatters French Hopes”; “The Council of Five–Hundred 
Concurs” 
Readings: Brown, chapters 9-10 
 

Week 15  The Napoleonic Empire 
26 April  The Napoleonic Settlement within France  

Once in power, Napoleon set out to impose his ideas of government on French 
society.  Napoleon quickly consolidated his power as Consul, then First Consul, 
and finally Emperor.  What was the Napoleonic Settlement and how did Napoleon 
establish stability within France? 

Documents: Mason, 336-347; CD: “Oath as Consul for Life”, “Napoleon’s 
Reasons for Making Himself Emperor”, “Winning over the Nobles”, “The 
Glitter of the Imperial Court” 
Readings: Brown, chapters 11-12; Censer, 144-150, 161-169 
Portfolio: Reading Response on Brown, chapters 11-12  

28 April  Napoleon’s Conquest of Europe 
How did Napoleon conquer so much of Europe between 1800 and 1809? 

Documents: CD: “In Search of Glory: Bonaparte’s Bulletins”, “An Ordinary 
Soldier’s Account (1806), “The Continental System (1806)”, “The 
Confederation of the Rhine and the Dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire (1 
August 1806)” 
Readings: Censer, 150-159 
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Week 16  Legacies of the French Revolution  
3 May   Napoleon’s Enemies and the Collapse of the Napoleonic Empire  

Napoleon’s conquests were ephemeral.  How were Napoleon’s enemies able to 
adapt to his methods and to the demands of French Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
warfare?  Why did Napoleon’s Empire fall apart so quickly? 

Documents: CD: “The Prussian Reform Edict”, “An Ordinary British Soldier 
Recounts the Portuguese Campaign (1810)”, “Another Firsthand View of the 
Fighting in Portugal”, “The Burning of Moscow as Seen by One of 
Napoleon’s Generals”, “The Effect of the Russian Winter Described by a 
General”, “The Russian Campaign as Seen by an Ordinary Soldier”, “The 
Battle of Waterloo as Recounted by one of Napoleon’s Personal Aides (June 
1815)”, “The Battle of Waterloo as Seen by an Ordinary British Cavalryman” 
Readings: Censer, 150-159 
Writing: Research Paper due 

5 May   French Revolution as Model: Legacies of the French Revolution 
We will reassess the French Revolution as a model for later civil conflicts and 
revolutions in French history.  What aspects of the French Revolution could still 
influence today’s society or inspire future revolutionary movements? 

Readings: Censer, 171-196; Mason, 1-5; Robert Darnton*, “What was 
Revolutionary About the French Revolution?”; Hunt, “Epilogue: Patriarchy in 
the Past Tense?”; Kaplan, "Farewell"  

 
Final Exams Week 
9 – 13 May No Classes  
 
 
Note: Many documents are available in the Mason reader.  A few documents and readings 
marked * are available on the Blackboard site for our course.  Other documents may be found on 
the Liberty, Equality, Fraternity CD-Rom or online at the book’s companion website at 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution. 


